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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure to be with you here today on behalf of the Secretary-General, who is travelling on mission and could not be present himself; he sends his apologies to the meeting.

· This is the first TDAG to be held under the stewardship of the new Director, Mr Brahima Sanou, and the Secretary-General asked me to express his full support for Mr Sanou’s role in leading the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau.
· Brahima comes with a solid understanding and rich experiences of ITU, in particular, ICT development issues. We are confident that he will join the team of elected officials in further strengthening the Union.
Distinguished colleagues,
· Let me quickly review a few major events.

· ITU’s Development Sector is now embarked on the ambitious work programme which was established by the World Telecommunication Development Conference, which was held in Hyderabad, India, in May 2010.
· Immediately after last year’s Plenipotentiary Conference, PP-10, which was held in Guadalajara, Mexico, we organized the Global Symposium for Regulators – the GSR – in Dakar, Senegal, with the theme ‘enabling tomorrow’s digital world’.

· This work goes hand-in-hand with the ongoing work to ensure we achieve the WSIS targets and the MDGs by 2015. At this year’s WSIS Forum, which took place here in Geneva, there was a record number of ministers and the event was also very well attended by remote participants, and all in all, the WSIS Forum 2011 was a great success.

· The Secretary-General and all of the other elected officials attended the BDT management retreat at the beginning of this year, and we were very encouraged by the open discussions there, and the clear wish to build a strong team spirit.
· We are also encouraged by the growing sense of cooperation and collaboration between the three ITU Sectors, and with the General Secretariat, which is helping us to be, and to act, as One ITU.

· BDT has recently developed a new structure and the Secretary-General and the management team fully support this effort and wish it all success.

· Looking ahead, this year’s GSR will be held in Colombia in September with the theme ‘Smart Regulation for a Broadband World’. ITU is very grateful to the Colombian Administration for its kind invitation to host this event, and we are confident that it will be as successful and stimulating as its predecessors.
· Alongside the GSR, we will once again be holding a Global Industry Leaders’ Forum, which is a neutral platform for ITU-D Sector Members to share their views and enter into a dialogue with policy makers and regulators.
Ladies and gentlemen,

· There are two important pieces of news I would like to share with you.
· Firstly, ITU was able to present a first draft budget for 2012-2013 to the FinRegs meeting in May. The budget itself and the early availability of this document to the members were warmly appreciated by the FinRegs meeting. We will take into account comments from Membership and will then present the budget to the 2011 session of Council in October for further review and approval.
· Secondly, from the beginning of 2011, several Member States have expressed their plan to increase their contribution units, including the recent indication by H.E. Vladimir Putin, Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, who SG and I met on 15 June. Prime Minister Putin discussed global access to the benefits of ICTs, and demonstrated his support for ITU to play a more active role in ICT development. He also advised us that Russia will increase its contributory units to ITU.

Distinguished colleagues,
· ITU is very pleased to see that broadband has now been recognized as a key priority by ITU Members in all regions. This has been demonstrated by the inclusion of broadband access in the regional initiatives that were established at last year’s World Telecommunication Development Conference.

· ITU was instrumental in creating the Broadband Commission for Digital Development last year, with UNESCO, and we held our third meeting in Paris at the beginning of June. It was very gratifying that the BDT Director was able not only to attend that meeting, but also to play an active role, notably in the two roundtable sessions, as well as taking advantage of the event to hold a number of valuable bilaterals.
· The next meeting of the Broadband Commission will be taking place here in Geneva in October, in conjunction with the 40th anniversary event of ITU Telecom World, and will feature not just a meeting of the Broadband Commissioners, but also a Broadband Leadership Summit. We invite you to join us.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· The role of TDAG is to assist the Director and the ITU management as they address important issues of ICT development. TDAG has done an excellent job so far, and we count on your continued support as we move forward in fulfilling our mandate to connect all the world’s people.

· This is perhaps therefore a good moment to remind ourselves that ITU cannot rest on its laurels, where membership is concerned. We must all actively work to attract new sector members and members from academia. I am pleased to report that ITU has strengthened its service on membership issues and we have already had some significant successes in this regard over the past few months, with the accession of a number of universities and academic institutions into ITU’s ranks.
· Let me close this intervention with a reminder that the ‘ITU Connect the World’ series of events will be continuing next year with not just one event, but two – one for the Arab States, and one for the Americas region. I understand that the discussions on both events are under their process. I wish all success.
Thank you – and I wish you a very successful meeting.

